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felt herself when she was a kid: Nobody
can stop me. I can do this too. I am
brilliant too. I belong too.

For all of these reasons, increasing
the diversity of the Court has been one
of my highest priorities and one of the
highest priorities of our Senate Demo-
cratic majority of whom I am so proud.

Justice Jackson is the most impor-
tant example, but we have been work-
ing on this for over a year. Of the 58
Senate-confirmed Federal judges since
we took the majority, three-quarters
have been women, and two-thirds have
been people of color. It is not just ra-
cial and gender diversity that matters.
We have strived to lift up judges who
bring diversity through their experi-
ence: more public defenders in our
courts, more civil rights lawyers, more
election lawyers.

When Americans of all walks of life
come before the court, they should
have confidence that those who don the
robes have the ability to walk in their
own shoes, to see and understand their
side of the story, and then apply the
law properly according to the facts.

One judge at a time—one judge at a
time—this majority is expanding the
possibility of who merits consideration
to the Bench; and I would be remiss if
I didn’t acknowledge my Republican
colleagues who joined us on this occa-
sion and over the year to achieve this
goal.

In closing, I want to thank Chairman
DURBIN for beautifully executing this
nomination process. It was equal parts
fair, thorough, and expeditious—no
easy feat in this modern Senate.

I want to thank all of my Democratic
colleagues on the Judiciary Com-
mittee. You were just fabulous—every
one of you—in your respectful and in-
sightful examination of the judge’s
record.

And I want to thank my Republican
colleagues who chose to take this proc-
ess seriously no matter which side you
voted on.

The President sent us an impressive
nominee. She merited robust and
thoughtful and lively examination. I
thank the Members who did precisely
that.

In short, this is one of the great mo-
ments of American history. At the
time of our Constitution’s ratification,
in most States, you had to be a White
male, Protestant landowner to be con-
sidered part of American society. So,
from the get-go, generations of Ameri-
cans have sought to establish the
United States as a full democracy. We
fought a bloody civil war to end slav-
ery. Women organized and reached for
the ballot. The civil rights movement
brought an end to the vicious segrega-
tion of the mid-20th century. And,
today, we are taking a giant, bold, and
important step on the well-trodden
path to fulfilling our country’s found-
ing promise.

This is a great moment for Judge
Jackson, but it is an even greater mo-
ment for America as we rise to a more
perfect Union.
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I thank my colleagues for their work.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON BROWN JACKSON NOMINATION

The VICE PRESIDENT. Under the
previous order, all postcloture time has
expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Brown Jackson
nomination?

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 53,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 134 Ex.]

YEAS—53

Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Romney
Blumenthal Kaine Rosen
Booker Kelly Sanders
Brown King Schatz
Cantwell Klobuchar Schumer
Carper Lujin Shaheen
Casey Manchin gm.ema

; mith
Collins Markey Stabenow
Coons Menendez
Cortez Masto Merkley Tester
Duckworth Murkowski Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden

NAYS—47
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hagerty Rounds
Boozman Hawley Rubio
Braun Hoeven Sasse
Burr Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Caplfao Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cassidy Johnson Shelby
Cornyn Kennedy Sullivan
Cotton Lankford
Thune

Cramer Lee 11
Crapo Lummis Tillis
Cruz Marshall Toomey
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

The nomination was confirmed.

(Applause, Senators rising.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. Under the
previous order, the motion to recon-
sider is considered made and laid upon
the table, and the President will be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
very happily, I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The clerk
will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—EXECUTIVE

CALENDAR

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I am
here today to speak in support of the
nomination and confirmation of Chris-
topher Lowman to be the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Sustainment.
We are in a fight for the free world and

S2069

that requires maintaining a robust
military presence of our allies, includ-
ing and especially NATO countries.

Any U.S. mission also needs a strong
logistics chain. That means being able
to move troops, medical supplies, fuel,
tents, anything else throughout the
world at any given time. And this is no
longer an abstraction. We have seen
what happens when it isn’t in place. We
are seeing it in real time with Russia’s
equipment and training problems in
Ukraine.

And that is why we have an Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Sustainment
to lead on logistics. As we are watching
the Ukrainians bravely push back this
unprovoked Russian war, part of the
reason that they are having success is
that the Russian logistics chain is ab-
solutely broken. We, in the United
States, and our Armed Forces take lo-
gistics extraordinarily seriously. But
we don’t have the person in charge of
that confirmed to lead the Department
on logistics.

This position is left unfilled because
JOSH HAWLEY is blocking Mr.
Lowman’s nomination. Senator
HAWLEY apparently disagrees with the
Biden administration policy on Af-
ghanistan, and so he is punishing our
servicemembers and our NATO allies
while a war in Europe is raging. It is
worth repeating. Senator HAWLEY is
mad about what happened 6 months
ago in a different part of the world, and
in response, he is harming the Depart-
ment of Defense and our national secu-
rity.

Mr.
yield?

Mr. SCHATZ. I will not yield.

Mr. Lowman is well-qualified for this
job, and no one is disputing that. He is
a Marine Corps veteran who spent
nearly four decades working for the
Army. He has the exact expertise nec-
essary to help support our logistics
chain and help to make sure that our
military remains the best fighting
force on the planet. It is time for Sen-
ator HAWLEY to release this hold and
move the nomination forward.

This is preposterous. You can do a
hold. Members do a hold. The Presiding
Officer has done a hold. I have done a
hold. I voted no on nominees. I retali-
ated against Democratic and Repub-
lican administrations when I disagreed
with policy. But a blanket hold on the
Department of Defense and holding the
person in charge of our logistics chain
is absolutely inexcusable.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate consider the fol-
lowing nomination, Calendar No. 777,
Christopher Joseph Lowman, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense, and that the Senate vote on
the nomination without intervening
action or debate; that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table, and statements related
to the nomination be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

HAWLEY. Will the Senator
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